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USA Canoe/Kayak Announces Relocation of its Headquarters to Oklahoma City 
Live streaming program at 1:30 p.m. CST to be broadcast world wide 

   
OKLAHOMA CITY – December 13, 2011  USA Canoe/Kayak, the national governing body (NGB) for the 

Olympic sports of flatwater sprint and whitewater slalom and a member of the United States Olympic Committee, 

announced today the relocation of its headquarters to the city of Oklahoma City.  

“USA Canoe/Kayak is launching a new era in paddlesports in the United States, with a focus on enabling 

U.S. athletes to achieve sustained competitive excellence in Olympic, Paralympic and other international 

competition,” said USA Canoe/Kayak CEO Joe Jacobi. “With the tremendous momentum taking place at the 

Oklahoma River – from the National High Performance Center for kayaking and rowing to the MAPS 3 OKC 

citizen-voted sales tax initiative to fund quality of life projects which include the construction of a whitewater center 

and race course improvements to the Oklahoma River – Oklahoma City is the ideal location for the epicenter of 

our efforts and initiatives to grow paddlesports.” 

USA Canoe/Kayak will office with the Oklahoma City Boathouse Foundation, allowing the two 

organizations to collaborate and build on the inherent synergy of shared values and objectives. 

“The significance of USA Canoe/Kayak’s relocation to Oklahoma City – in what was once known as ‘the 

dust bowl state’ – is indicative of the speed of change and positive forward momentum this community is 

creating,” said Oklahoma City Mayor Mick Cornett. “We’ve built a river that’s become not only a health-and-fitness 

destination for our citizens, but a U.S. Olympic and Paralympic training site for our nation’s aspiring Olympic 

kayakers and rowers. Becoming the headquarters of a National Governing Board is a testament to how powerful 

the MAPS initiatives truly are in influencing our ability to recreate and redefine our city.”  

“Mike Knopp and his team at the Oklahoma City Boathouse Foundation have created a model that places 

elite training in the heart of the community, building synergy between the elite athletes, local youth and adults, 

and the local business community,” said U.S. Olympic Committee Chief of Sport Performance Alan Ashley. 



“We’re hopeful that this approach will help USA Canoe/Kayak continue to build their talent pipeline and 

develop top athletes to represent Team USA.” 

A central component to USA Canoe/Kayak’s growth is the “Paddle Now!” program, which encourages 

families across America to explore our nation’s waterways in kayaks, canoes, dragon boats and stand up paddle 

boards. USA Canoe/Kayak has teamed up with canoe/kayak clubs across the country to promote paddlesports; 

learn more at usack.org/paddlenow. 

“This nation has intrinsic ties to waterways – from the days of early explorers and Native Americans who 

paddled and portaged across the country to today’s active adventurers. We truly believe Oklahoma City, a place 

whose citizens have supported the Oklahoma River and whitewater initiatives, is the place to rekindle our nation’s 

passion for paddlesports,” Jacobi said. 

 

Live Stream Broadcast at 1:30 p.m. Central Standard Time 

A panel consisting of Joe Jacobi, OKCBF Executive Director Mike Knopp, USA Canoe/Kayak Board 

Chairman Bob Lally, and other leaders in the paddlesports industry will discuss USA Canoe/Kayak’s commitment 

to the future of paddle sports in America during a live stream broadcast scheduled to air on paddling web sites 

across the country and around the world. Watch live at oklahomariverevents.org/live-video. 

   

### 

 

About USA Canoe/Kayak 

USA Canoe/Kayak is a member of the U.S. Olympic Committee and the International Canoe Federation. 

It governs the Olympic disciplines of Flatwater Sprint and Whitewater Slalom and sanctions Freestyle, Marathon, 

Outrigger, Wildwater, Stand Up Paddle Board, Kayak Polo, Dragon Boat and Canoe Sailing in the United States. 

For more information about USA Canoe/Kayak, please visit us on the web at www.usack.org, on Twitter at 

@usacanoekayak and Like us on Facebook at http://www.facebook.com/USACanoeKayak. 
 

About OKCBF 

 The OKC Boathouse Foundation promotes the use and development of the Oklahoma River as a world-class 

urban aquatic venue and provides access to rowing, kayaking and fitness programs for people of all ages and 

abilities. OKCBF programs pursue the highest goals of sports and embrace the principles of the Olympic spirit 

which inspire athletes to work toward personal excellence, embrace the power of teamwork, and practice respect 

for all people and the environment. To learn more or get involved, call (405) 552-4040 or visit okcbf.org. 
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